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Provided by the Department of Children and Families

The Department of Children and Families (DCF) offers the following comments on Raised SB 283.

The Department is not opposed in concept to youth in DCF care having continuing access to
attorneys once they reach 18 years old. Many children in our care choose to remain voluntarily
involved with DCF once they reach the age of majority. However, legal representation for these
youth is provided for by the Office of Chief Public Defender pursuant to C.G.S. section 51-296a.
The age of the children that are represented is driven by C.G.S. section 46b-120. DCF does not
have a policy regarding eligibility for legal representation.

While we support providing youth who are 18 and over legal representation, the proper statutes
must be amended and additional funding must be made available to the Public Defenders.



